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ay the blessings of 

EDITORIALLY 
SPEAKING 

# • 
Bicentennial Flowers and Football 

Christmas abide ivith you lifeline For Humanity 
(Bŷ the 

Rev. Edward Gelser, 
Pastor of Our Lady of Perpe­
tual Help and Qur Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Churches) 

On this Solemn Feast of the 
Bitth' of Our Saviour, my 
prayer for all Is: May you 
have the peace that comes 
from Christ Our Saviour. 
Christ said: "Peace I have 
with you, peace I give you." 

This is what t,he.world needs 
(b overcome the many trials 
and crosses the people of the 

world are faced With. 
May the peice of Christ 

re i^ within you. 
A joyful and happy Christ­

mas to one and all. 

Food Prices Up 
Consumption' 
Goes Down 

.Americans are eating less, 
and it̂ s a good bet that high 

do with that faet. 
^ "Overall, retail foodprices 
will probably db up alwut 
9 per ce.nt this year," points 
oat Dr. Russell McDonald, an 
Economist in marketing for the 
.Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service. "Of course, that In­
crease is considerably less 
than in 1974 when rptâ l food 
prices rose about 12 per cent." 

During the ' remainder ^ • 
19'75, McOoMtM.««e8 «lifiiUy 

During the holidiay season 
we count our blessings and 
send forth " greetings of Joy 
to those specially dear to us. 
Traditionally, too, at holi­
day time our thoughts reach 
out to the wider circle of 
humanity everywhere. Our 
compassion for those less fo;*-
tunate than ourselves î  a key 
symbol of our deepest, finest 

~ human qualities. 
Around the world the daily 

lot of millions of men, Women 
and children is hunger, 
disease, despair. On their own 
they struggle vainly to.break 
the vicious cycle at poverty.. 
But, .througl; CARE, you tin' 
extend a lifeline for humanity, 
for these pborest of the poqr 

• in Africa, ASla, Latin Ameri- " 
ca ,ahd the Middle East. You 
can feed hungry children, give • 
famines medical assistanccT-
an,d tools^ and know-how to 
grow more food and to work 
to,wards becoming"self-sup­
porting.. • . 
. the holiday season CARE 

^ood ?̂rusade nftpssLls to-ujio 
h»to :Ae^isj|a njt|̂ aft,.JM|J|lcÛ  
this coming year, mosMy chlP" 
dren. At pre-school health 
centers and schoR; regular 

Served with our very best wishes 
for a festive Yuletidei 
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try, fresh fruits and potatoes. 
However, consumers will see 
higher prices for most other 
foods, with pork, eggs, dairy 
products and fish leading the 
way., • •« 

Turning to the food con­
sumption issue, theecononiist 
points out that Americans wlU 
eat 1.5 per cent less food in̂  
•1975 than last yVar and that' 
this will be the lowest level 
in seven years. 
, What can consumers expect 

during the firSt half of 1976? 
"Food prices will likely 

average about 7 per cent more 
thUn this year," estimates 
McDonald, "du6 to a streng­
thening in domestic demand 
and increased marketing 
costs." 

Nyhether or not per capita 
foiid consumption will con­
tinue to declirte in 1976 re­
mains to be seen. "Ameri­
cans are definitely becoming 
more cost conscious of food 
items and are paying more • 
attention .to their eating rtablts. 
These and other factors may 
entice many to 'push away 
from the dinner table' Jyst a 
little sooner," notes the econ­
omist. , 

feedings will combat malnu­
trition, enabling children to 
grow into productive adults. 
To extend this aid CARE re­
quires 48)000,000 in individual 
donations. Overi^as govern­
ments cover some operating 
costs and the U.S. Govern­
ment supplies Food-for-
Peace farm commodities, so 
your dollars' aid value Is 
stretched'. For example: $5 
gives nutritious foid to 270 
children; $10 givps 3600 chil­
dren tups of high-protein bev­
erage; $25 provides 875 
pounds of food. 

Froiji India, a child wrote: 
"It is-with CARE food at school 
I strive out of my hungry 
stomadh." To help millions 
of children and families to 
strive for ^ better life, you 
can mail your holiday" contri­
bution to: CARE .; Food 
Crusade, 109.N. Akard'St., 
Dallas, Texas 752D1. ' 

HjfingjThe '' 

Good Business 
Offering employment x)p-

portunitles to' the handicapped 
*benefits the whole nation, re­
ports the Texas Easter Seal 
Society. It provides the handi­
capped useful lives and lifts 
them from despaii;< and also, 
removes them from welfare 
rolls. ' 

Stirveys show that handi­
capped persons are .actually 
more willing to work and more 
productive on the job than the 
able-bodied. Handicapped 
workers are steady and reli­
able; they don't job-hop so 
employers save money on 
replacement costs.* In many 
instances, handicapped per­
sons actually improve morale 
in a plant; how do you measure 
the benefit of that? 

Nearly all employable 
_ handicapped people need only 

the simplest kind of job modi­
fication--special parking near 
entrances; ramps where they 
may not exist, although most 
modern plants are at ground 
level; raising or • lowering 
workbenches; safeguards on 

. machines to protect the blind 
(as well â  other employees). 
Most . ofl these adaptations 
could be Handled by the plant 
carpenter | in a few hours. 

Hiring tie handicapped does 
not affect the employer's 
health or accident insurance 
costs. A survey of group 
health insurance companlas 
showed thatthein$urance car­
riers do not tell employers 
whom they may hire. One 
major carrier says: "The fact 
that a handicapped person is 
employable is sufficient evi­
dence to justify group fmder-
writing." Workmen's com­
pensation rates are based 
solely on the relative hazards 
of company's operations and • 
on the company's accident ex­
perience. 

The President's Committee 
on Employment of the Handi­
capped reports that the 
average handicapped person 
who has received rehabilita­
tion services returns seven 
times the. cost of his rehabil­
itation in taxes he pays on his 
earnings. 

Most major companies have 
positive policies about hiring 
the handicapped. These poli­
cies evolved not out of charity 
but out of the performance of 
handicapped people on the Job. 
Businesses have, indeed, 

..fauM^Ui.U.good.business to 
»̂tre «»igwttrapp«»'«=^: 

Christmas Inspires 
Interesting Customs 

When the log is brought family fbr the rest of thr 
in, the men are greeted day. 

"AMERICA. LET'S CELEBRATE!" is the theme for the 8Tth 
Tournament of Roses Parade and 62nd Rose Bowl Game on New 
Year's Day, 1976. , 

PASADENA,* PA- When most Americans think of Bicenten­
nial celebrations, they conjure up thoughts of historic places 
such as Lexington, Concord and Valley Forge. "" 

Yet, two of America's most-watched Bicentennial celebrations 
will not be held In any of these places. 

Instead, they will take place i 
here—the 87th Tournament of 
Roses Parade and the 82ncl 
Rose Bowl Game, both on New 
Year's Day, 1976. 

More than 100 million TV 
viewers around the world, will 
tune in the Rose Parade, 
which this year is themed 
"America, Let's Celebrate!" 

-The .pageant," designated as 
' the first! oflicial event of the 
1976 Bicentennial Year, fea­
tures 61 elaborate, flqwer-cov-

anci mm* than zOwfn'uisIcians 
Songstress Kate Smith (best 

knQjvn for'"God Bless Amer­
ica") will lead the 5'i.. mile, 
procession as Grand Marshak^ 
She will be joined by the 57th • 
Rose Queen, Anne Eligatjeth 
Martin. ; 

Amonp highlights â traltlng 
viewers will Be a special Bicen­
tennial Prologue, designed to 
(•apture the .spirit of 1776, and 
a Bicentennial Wa?on Train, 
symbolic of our nation's move­
ment west, 

Cnnada will .salute the U.S. 
. QU its 2QQih birthday in a-spe-
cial seven-unit segment within 
the parade—the first ever in 
Rose Parade history. 

Floats representing Calgary, 
Montreal, Quebec and Nova 
Sd)tia will tie joined by the • 
Royal Canadian Mounted Po­
lice Musical Ride, the All-Can­
ada Pipe Band and the Can­
adian "Scarlet and Brass" 
Band. 

Following the parade, what 
could be more American than 
a football game? 

Ohio State meets UCLA in 
the 62ijd edition of ths Rose 
Bowl classic, which pits 
asain.st each other the football 
champions of the Big Ten and 
Paciflc-8 conferences. 

Buckeye Coach Wocxiy Hayes 
will make his eighth Rose Bowl 
appearance as he faces off 
again.st Bruins Coach Dick 
Vermeil in the coaches' first 
Rose Bowl tangle. The game's 
half-time show features a Bi-
fentennial .salute to the U.S. 

The.1976 Rose Parade will be 
telecast live becinnin'.? at 11 ::?0 
a.m. EST (10:30 am. CSTi 
over the NBC and CBS Televi­
sion Networks. The Rase Bowl 
follows exclu.sively on NBC, be­
ginning at 5 p.m. EST (4 p.m. 
CST). 

170 Attend 
Peace Officers' 
Xmas Banquet. 
•T)fflreTs'~' •7\s5br!alion' held 
its annual Christmas party in 
the Eagle Lake Communitŷ  
•Center on Wednesday night of 
last week with over one him: 
dred and seventy persons, in­
cluding officers, wives and 
guests, present for the $vent. 

Sam Center, state game 
warden of Eagle Lake, presi­
dent of the association pre­
sided at the event and Intro­
duced the special guests in­
cluding officers from theFed-
eral Bureau. of Investigation 
from tjie Houston area. 

A delicious Christmas 
banquet was catered by 
Mlkeska's of Columbus. 

Following the banquet the 
officers and guests enjoyed a 
social and dance with music 
provided by Danny and the 
Midnight Cowboys. 

Eagle Lake Police Chief 
Roy Chisum, ŝecretary of 
the association, was in charge 
of arrangements fortheevent. 

Use your kitchen vent spar­
ingly. In Just one hour it can 
literally blow away a house­
ful of warmed air. 

with .singing and food. La­
ter, fire is made and the 
family gathers around the 
log to await the arrival of 
the polaznik, a village lad. 
He must be the first to en­
ter the house en Christmas 
morning. As he enters, he 
throws a handful of grain 
at each member of the fam­
ily, asking a blessing as he 
does. The log is then stnick 
so that many sparks will 
fly into the air; tnis means 
many sheep and other live­
stock for the household. 

The polaznik next throws 
.some.wine on the log, leav­
ing a coin at one end. This 
assures the family of pros­
perity in the coming year. 
After the ritual of the log 
is completed, the polaznik 
is feted by the grateful 

In Mexico, colorful cus­
toms add to the festive at­
mosphere of the holiday 
season. The most popular 
custom, as far as the child­
ren arc concerned, is the 
tradition of the pinata. This 
is an earthenware bowl, 
decorated to resemble ani­
mals usually, and filled 
with fruit, candy, nuts, and 
coins. The pinata is strung 
up and the children gather 
around it as one youngster 
is bhndfolded. The blind­
folded one now takes a 
swing at the pinata with 'a 
stick. If he can't break the 
pinata, another youngster 
attempts. At last one of the 
children bYt>ak$ open the 
earthenwrfre bowl and its' 
contents spill out for the 
delighted youngsters. 

iToday's Christmas 
Traditions Derive from 

lAncient, Becent Times 

Glad Tidings 
Of Good Tilings 
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"How b*autlful upon the for a sinful world, for a^ l ty lettermen from last year's Max Hamburger of Houston 
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basic $2.30 In 1978. 
Arrien also noted that some 

retail establishments will 
come under the FLSA for the 
first time on New Year's Day 
when the Annual Dollar 
Volume of sales or business 
done criteria is reduced to 
$200,000. The new minimum 
applies mostly to establish­
ments which are parts of chain 
operations, such as retail 
clothing stores , grocery 
stores, and variety stores. 

I 

( 

A cheery hello to all our many I 
friends, with wannest wishes for | 
a very happy Christmas season! ! 

EAGLE LAKE IRON WORKS j 
WAYNE AND DARLENE BEHELER | 
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Fed. Minimum 
Wage Rate Up | 
T o $ 2 . 3 0 J a n . l | 

THIS DAY 
December 25, 1975 - This 

day is Christmas Day. . . 
observed throughout the 
world. Homes are bedecked 
with holly and Christmas trees 
are aglow with sparkling 
lights. But some two hundred 
years ago. . .Christmas at 
Valley Forge was not a happy 
occasion. The patriot soldiers 
shivered in the cold and ate 
their meager rations. But 
there was hope. . .for in 
Chrlstmases to cgmê  the £a- __ 
triot Army would win extra­
ordinary victories and the 
cause of the A men can Revolu­
tion would triumph. 

A hike of 20 cents an hour 
in the federal minimum wage 
will go into effect Jan. 1, I&76, 
a U. S. Labor Department offi­
cial in Dallas reminds 
employers and workers, 

Phillip F. Arrien, who heads 
the Department's Employment 
Standards Ad'minlatiatioii-la—1 

Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas, 
said the basic minimum wage, 
applicable to most workers, 
will go from $2.10 an hour to 
$2,30 an hour. 

The Increase was scheduled 
by Congress when it amended 
the Fail* Labor Standards Act 
(FLSA) in May 1974. 

Arrien said the minimum 
wage of those workers whose 
Jobs were not covered by the 
FLSA prior to 1966 goes from 
the present $2.00 an hour to 
$2.20 on Jan. I. They will 
catch up In 1977, when their 
minimum, t o , goes to $2.30. 

Covered agricultural 
workers, 41»8» on terge 
farms, go to $2.00 an hour on 
J A . 1, from their present 
$1.80. They will reach the 

Christmas as a formal 
observance has been cele­
brated by Christians- since 
the third century. The 
word itself means Christ's 
Mass, connoting the reli­
gious rites that commemo­
rated the birth of Christ. 

Originally, Christmas 
Day was celebrated on 
both January 6 ancl Decem­
ber 25. During the fifth 
century, the Western world 
adopted December ,25 aŝ  
Christrnas, With EVstern 
churches followiog siljt la­
ter on ' 

^im}, 

honor of the pagan .sun god 
Mithra, Christians chose 
that date to honor Jesus as 
"The Light of the World." 

In many ways, Christmas 
has served to replace the 
pagan customs of ancient 
times. For instance, in Ger­
many, the winter solstice 
was observed on December 
21 by pagans, and many 
customs of the pre-Chris­
tian celebration were trans­
ferred to the Christian 
holiday. Dramatic enact­
ments, of the birth, of Jesus, 
Christmas car^&||and the 
"manger songg^Drrnedieval 
times were incorporated 
into the holiday celebra­
tion as time went on, re­
placing the old pagan 
customs. 

The Christmas tree itself 
is believed to be derived 
from the use of palm trees 
in the worship of the Egyp­
tian goddess Isis. During 
the winter solstice a palm 
tree with twelve shoots, 
representing the months of 
the year, was carried to 

celebrate the completion 
of one year and the begin­
ning of another. The palm 
tree was replaced with a 
fir tree as the observance 
extended to northern cli­
mates. 

The Yule log came into 
use around the 16th cen­
tury and again,̂  this custom 
has its origins, in pagan 
times. At the time of the 
solstice, a sacred fire would 
be lit from a brand kept 
f r ^ the previous year's 
log. It is thought? that the 
Mstom was brought to 

! the Vikings. In 

^..a^ilf:^^ 

would he bniiiglilt in with 
much ceremony ori Christ­
mas Eve to light the holi­
day fire. 

The Christmas stocking 
is originally an Italian cus­
tom. Tradition has it that 
La Befana, a wandering 
witch, comes on the feast 
of Epiphany to fill the 
stockings of good children 
with gifts, and those of 
naughty children with ash­
es. La Befana's name is 
actually a corruption of the 
word, Epiphany, the feast 
that commemorates the 
bringing^of gifts to the In­
fant Jesus by the Three 
Wise Men. 

The exchanging of gifts 
dates back to early medie­
val times, and is probably 
inspired by the gifts of the 
Wise Men. 

Christmas cards, how* 
ever, are a fairly recent 
tradition. The use of cards 
dates back only to the lat­
ter half of the 19th cftitury. 
They wer^ an inevitable 
outcome of the practice of 
writing to distant friends 
and relatives at Christmas­
time, a custom which came 
into greater favor with 
the increasing efficiency of 
postal systems. • 

^ ' - -Codrelghetlir' 

Sfate Health 
Dept. Embarks 

^ On WIC Program 
The Texas Depirtment of 

Health Resources has em­
barked on an enlarged pro­
gram of bringing better health 
to babies, small children, new 
ând expectant mothers through 
proper nutrition. 

The Women, infants and 
Children (WIC) Program is 
operating in 24 locations within 
the state with Improved nu­
trition and health as its goal. 

"SO aaamonal ftv? ijtlwrlocjtl 
programs wttl be implement­
ed soon. 

The WIC Program is spon­
sored by the United States 
Department of Agriculture. It 
is administered in Texas 
through Dr. Connie R. Yer-

(By the Rev. J. Olen Kennell, 
Pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church, Eagle Lake) 

How beautiful are the feet of 
them that bring glad tidings of 
good things. Rom. 10:15 

The Bible Is the messenger 
of glad tidings. It Is not a 
book of cheap romanticism. It 
Is unsparing in its Judgments, 
realistic, serious as life itself 
at its deepest levels Is 
serious. Nonetheless. It li 
uniquely the book of good 
tidings. It pulsates with goud 
news. It Is the most Joyful 
book in the world. At the be­
ginning "the morning stars 
sang together and .all the sons 
of God shouted for Joy." At 
the end a great multitude which 
no man can number are sing­
ing hallelujah choruses. 

First of alLthe glad tidings 
are of the sovereignty of God. 
In our text the Apostle Paul 
is • quoting from the prophet 
Isaiah: "How beautiful upon 
the meunta îs are the f(ig{| «f, 
hfm that"Srl5geth.6pp,4 t^JJ^s ' 

John Calvin preached the 
sovereignty of God. It is one 
of the great trutlu; by which 
men live, and ItihitMsage is 
needed today as much as, per­
haps, more than, ever. In the 
days of national calamity 
the prophets of Israel bade 
the people remember that 
whatever happens God is God. 
Nothing can dethrone 1iim. 
They might be hard put to it 
to explain the disasters which 
had come to them, but God 
was not at the mercy of un­
toward events. The last book 
in the Bible, written in the 
teeth of bitter persecu­
tion, contains the same vic­
torious assurance as this word 
from Isaiah: "Hallelujah, fbr 
the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth." This surely is glad 
tidings indeed. To tell men 

wood's Maternal and Child 
Health Division in the Depart­
ment of Health Resources. 

For the current year, Texas 
is operatingunder a$20.8 mil­
lion budget with an authorized 
case load of 75,168 persons 
a month. Approximately 60 

Ai 65 per cent of those re-
c«vlng supplemental food are 
located in the Rio Grande Val­
ley. 

The gbal of the program is 
to have healthier infants, 
mothers and children, and the 
nutritional aspects of health 
are being emphasized. Train­
ed nutritionists counsel with 
all participants. Lack of 
physical and mental attain­
ments of nutritionally de­
prived youngsters has drawn 
the increasing attention of 
public health officials in the 
past few years. 

The WIC Program works 
hand in hand with approved 
clinics throughout the state. 
Pregnant and lactating women, 
infants and children under age 
five are eligible to participate 
in an authorized program if 
they live in a jam Income area 
served by an apt)roved clinic, 
if they are receiving reduced-
cost medical services and are 
determined by a competent 
professional on the staff to be 
at nutritional risk. 

The supplemental foods in­
clude milk products, cheese, 
eggs, iron fortified cereals, 
vitamin C enriched fruit and 
vegetable Juices and iron-
fortified infant formula. 
Changes in allowable foods 
may tie fotthajmnvg:, "but these 
changvs apparently wilTf b4 
subject to state approval. 

History of the year and a 
half old program indicates 
measureable nutritional and 
medical Impact on partici­
pants. 

that all Is vanity, that there Is 
no purpoM In their lives or 
in the world - there Is nothing 
inspiring In that. But to be 
assured that all is not vanity, 
that there is a purpose in our 
lives and in the world, that the 
things which happen are not 
outside but within the orbit of 
an omnipotent will, that good­
ness and truth will be finally 
victorious, there is something 

that bringest good tidings, 
fĥ t salth to Zion, Thy God 
reigneth!" 

"Behold," said the angelic 
messengei- in Luke's lovely 
Nativity story, "behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
Joy. . .For unto you is bom 
this day in the city of David 
a Saviour." That is the need 
which the Christian Gospel 
supplies. To' sinful men it 
brings deliverance from their 
sins, setting their feet on a 
new and upward road.̂ ^ To 
guilty consciences It bftngs 
pardon and peace. To a lost 
world it brings recovery and 

beautl/ul ar« the feet of them 
that bring glad tidings of such 
good things. 

Ltt'i Look Bock 

« YEAIK 
AGO 

(Sept, 10, 1927) 
School opened here Tues­

day with a total attendance of 
355. High school enrollment 
is 103. , .There are only three 

ball team^ Capt. Wesley Hihtz, 
Lester t'orbes and Robert El-
\i» Putney. Around these three 
men Coach Hinton will have 
the following to build the team: 
Terry Wallace, CamerolT 
Westmoreland, William Wal­
lace, Bruce Oliphant, Simon 
Sinclair, Marion Carter, 
Claire Allen Douglass, Ray­
mond Land, Waldo Townley, 
Joe Kalllna, Crawford Jack­
son, "Squint" Morgan,-John 
0. Rogers, J. K, Davidson, 
Willie Randow,̂  Charles E. 
Johnson,. Clarence Epps, 
Everett McRee, Mitchell 
Emshoff, "Shoat" Dromgoole, 

nesday. Max said he wasn't 
here to argue any ten thousand 
dollar suit, but was merely 
trying to collect a |70 debt, 
but couldn't find the party he 
was looking for. . .Miss Addle 
Johnson and her guest. Miss 
Bertlia Peek, a pretty and at­
tractive young lady of Greene-
ville, Tennessee, and Messrs. 
Francis Hamilton, Jr. and Ed­
gar Wahrmund notored to the 
sulphur fields at Gulf ̂ d a y . 

More than 30,000 Vietnam-
era veterans are employed by 
the Veterans Administration. 

?«J!«Caf«a»5«»«a«af«2WaaK«5^ 

Wishing you and your Jovod onM all the joys 

that tho holiday soason can bring! 

.* t.'ik.'t. 1L4BMg2I^-.At; 

r<v\as S(uilheaslcrn GAS 
' Tit th« (•asen 

to b« joHyl H«r«'i 
hoping your holiday* oro 

fRIod with only tho vory bosti 

SHERIDAN LUMBER CO. 
.^ERIDAN, TEXAS 

MR. AND MRS. JEAN WALKER 

These are the gifts of Christmas... 
fhe'gold, frankincense and myrrh of our age 

BTdfeî ianiles aiRliau|liwf, WaWii tove ̂  
given and returned. Happiness unbounded 

^dy^ough the hoys 

GARWOOD IMPLEMENT & SUPPLY CO. 
GARWOOD IRRIGATION CO. 

GARWOOD, TEXAS 

MODERN FUaS, INC. 
El SEVEN RANCH 

3«;ac«s«s«s«JafK!«S«aa^^ 
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